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their own rule ; the etymologift was often forced 
to fpell with the people ; and the advocate for the au- 
thority of pronunciation, found it fometimes deviating 
fo capricioufly from the received ufe of writing, that 
he was conftrained to comply with the rule of his ad- 
verfaries, left he fliould loofe the end by the means,, 
and be left alone by following the croud.. 

When a queftion of orthography is dubious, that 
practice has, in my opinion, a claim to preference, 
which preferves the greateft number of radical letters,, 
or feems moft to comply with the general euftom of 
our language. But the chief rule which I propofe to 
follow, is to make no innovation, without a reafon 
fufficient to balance the inconvenience of change ; and 
fuch reafons I do not expeft often to find. All change 
is of itfelf an evil, which ought not to be hazarded but 
for evident advantage ; and as inconftancy is in every 
cafe a mark of weaknefs, it will add nothing to the 
reputation of our tongue. There are, indeed, fome 
who defpife the in conveniences of confufion, wha 
feem to take pleafure in departing from cuftom, and 
to think alteration defirable for its own fake, and the 
reformation of our orthography, which thefe writers., 
have attempted, fliould not pafs without its due ho- 
nours, but that I fuppofe they hold Angularity its own 
reward, or may dread the fafcination of lavifti praiie.. 


The 


The prefent ufage of fpelling, where the prefent ufage 
can be diftinguiflied, will therefore in this work be gene- 
rally followed, yet there will be often occafion to obferve, 
that it is in itfelf inaccurate, and tolerated rather than 
cliofen ; particularly, when by a change of one letter, 
or more, the meaning of a word is obfcured, as in 
farrier y for ferrier, as it was formerly written, from 
ferrum or fer ; in gibber ijh for gebri/b, the jargon 
of Geber and his chymical followers, underftood by 
none but their own tribe. It will be likewife fometimes 
proper to trace back the orthography of different ages, 
and fhew by what gradations the word departed from 
its original. 

Closely connected with orthography is Pronun- 
ciation, the liability of which is of great importance 
to the duration of a language, becaufe the firft change 
will naturally begin by corruptions in the living fpeech. 
The want of certain rules for the pronunciation of 
former ages, has made us wholly ignorant of the me- 
trical art of our ancient poets ; and fmce thofe who 
itudy their fentiments regret the lofs of their numbers, 
it is furely time to provide that the harmony of the 
moderns may be more permanent. 

A new pronunciation will make almoft a new 
^eech, and therefore fince one great end of this under- 
making is to fix the Englifh language, care will betaken 
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